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No force was ever given him. It was the policy of
the government to give every available man to tie
two prominent commanders, General McClellan and
General Halleck. Indeed there was a constant call
from these generals for troops, and whenever Mr,
Lincoln signified a wish that any force might be de-
tached from the armies of either, he was rnet -with
vigorous opposition.

The light thrown upon the situation as it existed
then, by history, the indifference and discouragement
of the Southern people, especial!}7 in the West, the
defencelessness of the Cotton States from Mitchel's
position, now clearly indicate that the plan was not
so wild as might then have been supposed, and the
great excess of General Halleck's army at Corinth
above General Beauregard's force, slaows clearly that
nil General Buell's troops1 might have been, spared
for operations eastward.

Reports  of the enemy's forces marching against
the little body of men at Huntsville were incessant,
From the time of the occupation of Northern Alabama
for two  months  reports of the advance of bodies of
the enemy, numbering from one thousand to ten thou-
sand men, were constantly coming in.     They came
all  day and all night.    An aide was detailed  each
night to receive the telegrams, and if there was any-
thing requiring immediate attention, to awaken the
general.     These reports usually came from the rear,
The cavalry force attached to the advance posts
from Decatur to Stevenson was so small in number
that it was necessary to gain some other means of in-
formation as to the crossing of the  Tennessee River

2 Bcaureganrs force was not over 50,000 ; Halleck*s 120,000.

Altish the former without great difficulty
